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The World Rally Championship (WRC) was 
first held in 1973. Around 1976 a total of 10 
rallies were held in different countries, largely 
European but also including some in Africa. In 
chronological order: Monaco, Sweden, 
Portugal, Kenya, Greece, Morocco, Finland, 
Italy, Corsica and Britain. Competitors 
reached the starting point of the WRC, the 
Monte-Carlo Rally, after a preliminary 
concentration run in which the teams 
competing – over 300 – converged on Monte-
Carlo from different official starting points 
around Europe: Almeria, Frankfurt, 
Copenhagen, Paris, Rome and Warsaw. 

In its early days the WRC was open to teams 
of any kind, and attracted just a handful of 
professionals and large numbers of amateur 
competitors. Today it is entirely professional, 
and only 10 teams and about 20 vehicles take 
part.

Just how popular the championship has 
become is shown by the number of 
countries holding rallies, 16 in all: Germany, 
Argentina, Spain, Finland, France, Greece, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Norway, Mexico, 
Monaco, Great Britain, New Zealand, 
Portugal and Sweden. 

Over the years the World Rally 
Championship has become one of the most 
exclusive competitions, as the enormous 
budget required means that this season 
only 6 teams and 13 drivers will be taking 
part in the WRC. 

The CompetitionThe Competition
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The SCX modelThe SCX model

The real carThe real car

The Fiat 124 Spider from the Monte-Carlo Rally is the 

subject of the latest offering from SCX. The front of 

the vehicle is the classic Spider, with the yellow 

radiator grille and the two large air intakes on 

the bonnet, which is fitted with six round 

headlights. The decoration used here 

combines eye-catching yellow with 

dark blue. Other features such 

as the windscreen wipers, 

door handles, fuel cap 

and hinges on the boot 

have been reproduced, 

along with the 

metallic paintwork. 

The side view of the 

vehicle features the names of 

its Finnish driver and co-driver, the 

radio aerial and the metal wheels, just like those 

used at the time on the real car. Other important features 

include the air vents under the side doors, and the yellow-

painted widened wheel arches.  

Worth pointing out inside the vehicle are the racing 

seats and the driver and co-driver's gear (gloves, 

seatbelts, helmet and goggles), which have been 

faithfully reproduced by SCX, portraying the 

style of the racing teams of the day.

At the back is the number plate, with 

its silver-painted protection, the chrome-finish 

exhaust pipe and some lights with very straight  lines. 

All these details give the car a very “retro” look.  

The car SCX brings us this time is the Fiat 124 Spider which 

Markku Alen and Ilkka Kivimaki took to sixth place in the 

1976 Monte Carlo Rally. Fiat, who focused their sporting 

activities on rallies in the 1970's, set up a top-class 

competition department, choosing the sportiest car in its 

range, the two-seater convertible 124 Spyder and adapting 

it to meet the requirements for a racing car. The Italian Fiat 

company also relied on the services of the renowned Carlo 

Abarth, whose firm became part of Fiat Auto in 1971.

The bursting onto the scene of the Lancia Stratos, a star in 

the world of rallies, as well as other outside factors, 

prevented the 124, a great racing car, from shining.

Even though Fiat had bought a majority holding in Lancia 

in 1969 and made it part of its business group, the duels 

between Fiat-Abarth and the Lancia Stratos created a 

rivalry which has gone down in the annals of the world rally 

championship. This SCX car reproduces the 124 Spider 

which took part in the 1976 Monte-Carlo Rally, the last 

official outing for this model. 

Fiat (Fabbrica Italiana Automobili Torino) was set up in 

1899 by a group of investors – among them Giovanni 

Agnelli – who were able to take advantage of the creative 

talent and the favourable social climate in Turin at the 

time, in a city which was then a laboratory for innovation, 

especially in the industrial field.
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Test BenchTest Bench

One of the first little classics in the SCX range. The 

Fiat Spider blazed the trail for the mini-classics, 

offering two key features: the glamour of a 

timeless classic and the difficulty of 

driving such an unavoidably small 

car.

Such a compact model is 

sure to be fun. As long 

as you can keep it on 

the track, it is a car 

with its limits near the 

end of the trigger. 

You will need your full 

concentration, maximum 

acceleration on the straight 

(unless you mean to skid, 

which is also worthwhile) and you will need to 

brake well before the bend to make sure you 

come into it properly. 

This is a car with plenty of grip, which runs smoothly 

and dependably. It will not give any surprises, tip or 

spin round – it is just short, so short and compact that 

dramatic changes in speed affect it 

more than other cars. This is the 

most important thing to bear in 

mind when you venture out 

onto the track.

We have discussed more 

than once the “driving 

school” nature of short cars 

with a short wheelbase. As 

their driving is more radical 

they are the perfect way of 

getting the hang of the 

throttle and controlling the 

reactions of any Scalextric 

car. While it will not give you 

spectacular lap times, the 

Spider, with its likeable 

handling, opens up a host of 

other possibilities.

SPORT TABLE OF MEASUREMENTSSPORT TABLE OF MEASUREMENTS

24,5 grBodywork weightBodywork weight

Motor RX 41bOtherOther74 grCar weightCar weight

3 (0+2+1)�ScrewsScrews19 mmWheel diameterWheel diameter

Pivoting ARSGuide typeGuide type54,5 mmWheel trackWheel track

9/27 = 3Transmission ratioTransmission ratio78 mmDistanceDistance

4x2 direct rearTranmission typeTranmission type71 mmWheel base Wheel base 

N O T EN O T E

The test was conducted without the extra magnet

High-intensity 
Xenon effect 
headlights

Removable, 
adjustable 

magnet

Pick-up guide 
with 

suspension

a.r.s. pick-up 
guide

Tilting chassis


